Signing up for Twitter: a walkthrough (Jan 2011)
By Deanna Zandt, http://deannazandt.com/

So, you're ready to sign up for Twitter! Sometimes the signup process can be a bit
daunting, so I created this short guide showing you what you need to know. Let’s
get started!

Go to http://twitter.com/, and you should see a screen like this. Click the yellow
“Give it a try” button on the right.

| 800 Twitter o
@ 1/ /twitter.com/
| e e

Have an account? | Sign in (v

t .hb . Search for a keyword or phrase
{5 e— Nowto Twitter? 4

Discover what's happening right now, anywhere in the world Twitter is a rich source of
instant information. Stay

updated. Keep others updated.

TRENDING TOPICS It's a whole thing.
Giveitatry>
See who's here Top Tweets viewai » Lt
o vag: = . denisleary Arizona passes law against ethnic studies. How Customize Twitter by choosing
d —— Iong before Arizona just says 'Screw it - we're invading Poland.' who to follow. Then see tweets
AP n ) & . ‘ 2 from those folks as soon as
they're posted.
nicknotned Extraordinary late-night email exchange between
W ; E - ! Cawker's Ryan Tate and Steve Jobs: http://gawker.com
/553971 Using Twitter for a business?
m ‘ - Check out Twitter 101
Friends and industry peers you e vl Steve Jobs asks: "What have you done that's so great? Do you
know. Celebrities you watch. create anything, or just criticize others work?" http://j.mp
Businesses you frequent. Find [c31FLP
them all on Twitter. S hours ag:
© 2010 Twitter AboutUs Contact Blog Status Goodies APl Business Help Jobs Terms Privacy Language: English v
Tone, WEI . # O TorDisabled

STEP 1: Create your account

You'll be taken to a screen where you're asked to fill out your information. Fill in
your real name, your username (what you’ll use to log in, and how other Twitter
users will refer to you), a password, and your email address. Along the way,
Twitter will tell you if each of your entries is valid or not.

There’s also a checkbox that reads “Let others find me by my email address.” This
means that if someone already knows your email address, they can use it to find
and follow you. Twitter never reveals your email address to anyone who doesn’t
already have it, though.

I generally uncheck the “send me email updates” box, and then click “Create my
account.”
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(Step 1: Creating your account)

Full name Deanna Zandt ¥ ok

Your full name will appear on your public profile

Username deannazandttest ¥ ok

Your public profile: http://twitter.com/ deannazandttest

Password eeeseeee w Good

Email ers@deannazandt.com ¢ ok

™ Let others find me by my email address
Note: Email will not be publicly displayed

Terms of Service m
Terms of Service :
These Terms of Service (“Terms”) govern your access to and use

Printable version of the services and Twitter's websites (the “Services”), and A
any information, text, graphics, or other materials uploaded, |,

Arsmlnadad Av armnarins Aan +ha Cavaimae (anllansivala vafavvad

By clicking on "Create my account” below, you are agreeing to the Terms of
Service above and the Privacy Policy.

Create my account

[CJ I want the inside scoop—please send me email updates!

Then Twitter needs to make sure that you're a human. You’'ll see a CAPTCHA
box; type in the words that you see. Here’s an example:

Are you human? X

Before we create your account, we need to make sure you're not a computer.

Type the words above | [fOUghen members e

Can't read this?
= Get two new words
o Hear a set of words

red by reCAPTCHA

Finish
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STEP 2: FINDING YOUR PEOPLE

Twitter helps you find people that you think are interesting—either because you
like the topic that they tweet about most often, or because you know them.

N.XoXo) Twitter / Who to follow / Interests =
‘ @ @ @ ,/;1( ~ (> awitter, Inc. (uS) | https:/ /twitter.com/#!/welcome/interests B v v ) (8 Google Q) »v
twitter @] deannatest -
1 | Interests
== Welcome To Twitter @deannatest!
arch

10 accounts

Select the topics you are interested in. Find a few people you want to hear
: You follow n

from, then follow them.

Art & Design - Books - Business - Charity - Deals - Entertainment - Family

Fashion - Food & Drink - Funny - Health - Music - News - Politics - Science

Sports - Staff Picks - Staff Picks: NFL Playoffs - Technology - Travel - Twitter

Art & Design 56 suggestions View all —
d Artnet Magazine M LACMA
- i
BoOkS 72 suggestions View all —
55 The Paris Review ( ‘ Tor Books
B TOR )

Business 65 suggestions View all —
N s LI XV VN

8 AT

You're first shown a screen where you are offered a series of topics, and if you
click on the topic, it'll show you people Twitter suggests for that topic. Click the
“follow” button to the right to start following them.

View Charity (85)
; You follow [}

Art & Design - Books - Business - Charity - Deals - Entertainment - Family

Fashion - Food & Drink - Funny - Health - Music - News - Politics - Science

Sports - Staff Picks - Staff Picks: NFL Playoffs - Technology - Travel - Twitter

gatesfoundation Gates Foundation & € Follow
The Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation works to help all = S
people lead healthy, productive lives, focused on global

health, global development, & U.S. education.

AshokaTweets Ashoka € Follow
Ashoka is an international citizen-sector organization o

aswoxa  Which is leading the way to an Everyone a
Changemaker World.

P LIVESTRONGCEO Doug Ulman & & Follow
918‘ Cancer survivor, Pres/CEO of LAF, runner, golfer, =TT
[ ™ traveler, social activist, optimist, avid reader, and

Note that you don’t have to follow any of these people, and you can choose to
stop following them at any time.
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Click the blue “Next step: friends” button in the lower middle of the screen to
move on. You'll be taken to a screen asking you if you want to search any of your
online contacts from Gmail, Yahoo or AOL. If you have an account with any of
those services, and you use the address book there to store information, click on
the service you belong to. (If not, click the blue “Skip import” button in the

bottom middle.)

‘800

Twitter / Who to follow / Find friends =
= g - . B < G

(«) )= () ) () B8 7 (o uwitsning @) hs: witer.com #t welcomeyimport 817 ) v I EHL coogle Q)
twitterY @ deannatest ~ F
|

|

!

2 | Friends :

!

!

Welcome To Twitter @deannatest! |

Search !

10 accounts :

;

Search the services you use to discover which of your friends are alread |
i . . 4 You follow u \

using Twitter. Follow any of the friends you find to add their Tweets to your |
timeline. \
’

|

-

M Gmail ¥ Yahoo 5 Hotmail & &3 Messenger 2 aoL [ Linkedin \
|

;

|

|

D

- ’

’

;

’

;

v/

« Previous step: Interests Skip import » Y
v

Transferring data from twitter.com... 8% o 4

You'll then follow the steps your email provider uses to connect with Twitter—I'm
showing Gmail here. Twitter doesn’t store or save this information; it’s a one-

time deal.

‘®00

Google Accounts — ‘®0 0O My Account =
@ (*Wugo0glecomy_ hitps:/ /www.google.com/accounts/ServiceLogir 17 ) ) @ (*3ugooglecomy_ https:/ /www.google.com/accounts/OAuthAuthc 1 ) )
il.com | My Account | Help | Sign out

Google accounts

Google accounts
A third ice i til i o

ird party service is requesting A ) i ) .
permission to access your Google = The site twitter.com is requesting access to your Google Account for the
Account. Gox '3[0 Account product(s) listed below.
ize a thi Email:
In or_der to authorize a third party mail | Google Contacts
service to access your account, you ex: pat@example.com -
must sign in. Password:
™ Stay signed in Google is not affiliated with twitter.com, and we recommend that you grant access
P et only if you trust the site.
Signin
i
If you grant access, you can revoke access at any time under ‘My Account'.
Can't access your account? twitter.com will not have access to your password or any other personal
information from your Google Account. Learn more
Don't have a Google Account? ("Grant access ) ( Deny access )
Enter your email address
If you are not il.com, you can sign in as a different user.
©2011 Google - Google Home - Terms of Service - Privacy Policy - Help
Done 8% JE3 , [Done 8 ¥ o 4
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It then takes a few seconds for your contacts to load, and you’re shown a screen
that it’s working on it. When it’s done, it shows you a list of everyone in your
address book that are already on Twitter.

8006 Twitter / Who to follow / Find friends / Results =
QD' c)(x)(m @ x v (% Jdwitter, Inc. (US) https:/ /twitter.com/#!/welcome/matches B1r > v I Google Q) E}v
twitterY @ deannatest -
2  Friends

Welcome To Twitter @deannatest!
Search

10 accounts

Search the services you use to discover which of your friends are already

You follow u
using Twitter. Follow any of the friends you find to add their Tweets to your
timeline.
Found 500 contacts from Gmail - Try ancther service © Follow all 500
1251 of your Gmail contacts aren't on Twitter yet. Invite them
YogaonDanceFIrr n ) © Follow
Unprecedented. Lifts dance music to a place of yogic
transcendence...!
] ”
f kyraocity © Foliow
B Curiosity ain't kill no cat. But, its satisfaction will bring
| ya back. I voice the unsaid thru song, scholarship &
social media. TED Fellow. Bringing the Juju!
N justinrocket © Foliow
%' Reporter/Producer at The Daily
_
WEEEAl HankineanRanart -
v
Transferring data from twitter.com... F a8 A 4

You can click on “follow” next to the people that you want to appear in your feed.
If they haven’t allowed themselves to be found via email, you’ll see a message that
says so, and you can request to follow them. You'll be notified if the request was
approved.

When you're all done, click the blue “Finish” button in the lower right. You’ll then
be asked to send an invite to all the other people in your contact list who aren’t on
Twitter. Skip this! Don’t do it.

You’re now shown your home screen, with all of the tweets from the people
you’ve chosen to follow in reverse chronological order (newest on top). You're
also asked to confirm your email address; do this right away to get rid of that
nagging message.

STEP 3: FAMILIARIZING YOURSELF WITH TWITTER’S FEATURES

Let’s take a quick tour of the home screen.
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800 (1) Twitter / Home =
G)E)' (a) @ (f’/?‘ * (. Twitter, Inc. US). hetps:/ /twitter.com/ Dty v )8 coogle Q)%

kwitter¥ |search Q! Home Profle Messages Who To Follow o & [ randomdeanna ~

Your Tweets 17,820
E,":) 10 minutes ago: @NimueAilinen yyyyyeah, have those. :-)

What’s happening?

Following 918 Followers 4,062

imeline  @Mentions  Retweets ~  Searches ~  Lists P o ; | ey =
' E&: - clR2 A _nREES

1 new tweet

Favorites 1,079 Listed 498
allisonkilkenny RT Recently listed in: Wordsmithies,

‘ Kk Kris Krilg (@RossBennett: UK text service Perceptive, Social-Media-Samurai,
The Theory of the Leisure Class http:/bit.ly/f2cY34 for protesters sharing data to Fave-Follows, friendlies

avoid...

ChrisMacDen ChrisiacDe
If it's not clear, | don't like Ayn Rand. Trends Who to follow

Worldwide - change Suggestions for you - view all
Cocacy Court Kidia #superbow| Promoted JessGrose - Folow X
would LOVE 2 read! RT @jalylah history/politics of wmn #wishuwould 3 Jessica Grose
refs/men's sports intrigues. if feature hasn't been written & i had #questionsidontlike g”; ddayen - Follow X
time i'd write it #februarywish 8l David Dayen
e & DPOY 7 iackshafer - Follow X
A% Jack Shafer
4 estystein - Purp § Patron
1 4 exciting! @randomdeanna:I'm writing a special new-to-Twitter Classic Fail SuzyKhimm - Follow x
il guide 4 #dearjohn tonight+| need some help.Who are 10 ppl HappyBDayRUKI + ¥ Suzy Khimm
noobs should follow? Ronaldo Fraga Refresh suggestions
S John Barry Browse interests - Find friends
Z mediajustice Cv.
41 - Kool Herc Needs Help to Afford Medical Procedure - Share Book-mark-let
W NYﬂme§.com: Kool Herc, known as the Father of Hip-Hop, lack... n. a way to tweet about any page from your browser.

I 0 1al

1. This is the main navigation for Twitter.

* Home: brings you back to this screen

* Profile: shows you a screen of your own tweets

* Messages: Private messages sent only to you; also called Direct
Messages or DMs. Only people that you follow are allowed to send
you DMs.

e Who To Follow: brings you to the stuff we covered in Step 2

* Click on your username for additional items: Settings, Help, Sign
out

2. Here’s where you'll enter your status update, in 140 characters or less.
There’s a counter in the upper right of the box to tell you how many
characters you have left.

3. This area shows you information about yourself. Click on any of the
numbers next to followers, following, favorites and lists for detailed
information about each.

4. Here’s your list of tweets from the people you're following. This is called
the Timeline. (Some people also refer to this as their Feed.)

5. This section is where you can look at how you’re interacting with the rest
of the world.
* @Mentions. Click here to see if people have mentioned you.
* Retweets. Click here to see tweets that have been passed along by
others in your timeline. You can also see which of your tweets have
been retweeted by others.
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STEP 4: ADJUSTING YOUR SETTINGS

Click on the Settings link in the main navigation. The first screen you're taken to
has things like your email address and time zone; adjust these if needed. Click on
the “Profile” link in the Settings’ navigation, just below where it says,
“yourusername’s settings.”

You're taken to a screen where you can update how you appear to other Twitter

users.

.{l randomdeanna’s settings

Account

Picture

Name

Location

Web

Bio

Password

Mobile

Notices Design

Change image

Delete this image

Deanna Zandt

Connections

Enter your real name, so people you know can recognize you.

Brooklyn, NY 11218

Where in the world are you?

http://deannazandt.com

Have a homepage or a blog? Put the address here.

(You can also add Twitter to your site here)

Media technologist &
strategist. Author: Share
This! How You Will Change the

About yourself in fewer than 160 chars.

Save

Profile

This information appears on your
public profile, search results, and
beyond.

It helps instantly identify you to
those following you, and tells
those who aren't more about you.

Tips

Filling in your profile information
will help people find you on
Twitter. For example, you'll be
more likely to turn up in a Twitter
search if you've added your
location or your real name.

Your Twitter profile picture helps
instantly identify you to those
following you -- and tells those
who aren't more about you.

It’s important to fill these out as accurately (and un-ironically/un-sarcastically)
as you feel comfortable with, so that other users who are either searching for you
or who discover you will see quickly who you are, and what you’re about. You
should also use a picture that’s you, a close approximation of you, or is otherwise
distinctly recognizable as you. (I don’t recommend those avatar generators, for
example; they produce generic looking cartoons that make it hard for people to
distinguish one from the other.)

Let’s go back to the Home screen and have a look at two important conversation

features.
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STEP 5: LOOK WHO’S TALKING (WITH YOU)

At the top of the timeline, click the @Mentions link (in section 5 from step 3).
This shows you a screen of everyone who’s mentioned your username, with the
newest on top. It’s important to check these “mentions” regularly and respond
accordingly. If you hover over any tweet, two links appear: “reply,” and “retweet.”

minorjive Just got Amazon email that my pre-order of
@randomdeanna's book Share This has shipped!
http://www.deannazandt.com/sharethischange

about 22 hours ago via Seesmic 4 Reply Retweet

& S
=

Click on “reply” to respond to the person; click on “Retweet” to share the content
of that tweet with whomever is following you.

STEP 6: SEARCHING AND SAVING

If there’s a particular topic you're interested in, Twitter allows you to search for
that word (or words), and save the searches to your account. This is a good way to
monitor tweets mentioning your organization’s name, topics in the kind of work
that you do, or other things that interest you.

Way up top, there’s a grey box with a magnifying glass next to it. Enter the term
you’re searching for, and click the magnifying glass. You'll be given a screen of
search results:

‘800 Twitter / Search - #dearjohn =i
G)E)- (e (#) B - Cummistenine, S) hups: /wwitter.com/#1/search/%23dearjohn Bvv» v )8 Google Q) M-

kwitterY |#dearomn @ Home Profle Messages Who To Follow & [ randomdeanna ~

+ Back to Home ) Save this search Trends
Worldwide - change
. #superbow| Promoted #wishuwould
Resu |tS for #dear] Oh n #questionsidontlike #februarywish
DPOY Purp & Patron
Classic Fail HappyBDayRUKI
Ronaldo Fraga John Barry

Tweets  Tweets with links  Tweets nearyou  People

Shakestweetz 1/ McEwan
@ GOP, please stop empowering rapists. http:/tinyurl.com/4aco80z
#Fiear)chn About - Help - Blog - Status - Jobs - Terms + Privacy - Shortcuts
o] Advertisers - Businesses - Media - Developers - Resources - © 2011 Twitter
Top Tweet

™ AnnaHolmes Anna Holme
,v T Dear John: My favorite type of breakup letter and an important,
vibrant grassroots campaign --> http://tinyurl.com/6fkefmc
#DearJohn

Top Tweet

seasonothebitch saran Jafi
Would be nice to see more male progressive allies getting in on
#dearjohn opposition to #HR3. Money, mouth, etc.

Top Tweet

4., Jenny_Hanniver Jenny Hannive
~ ¥~ @JohnBoehner #DearJohn, H.R.3 sets a dangerous legal
precedent beyond abortion by defining gradations of rape. It's a
bad bill.
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You can then save the search to your account, so you don’t have to keep
reentering it every time you want to look, by clicking the “Save this search”
button at the top of the search results. Then, to find it again, look at the top of
your Timeline for the “Searches” link. Click on it, and you’ll be shown a list of
your saved searches.

What's happening?

Timeline @Mentions R s Lists
”l benpolitico Gen Smith #dearjohn >
- RT @MSignorile: “| am Barbara susn, ana ranra New YOrker 1or

w 7 marriage equality" http://nyti. ms/eXY349

matttbastard 1aithew Elliot
PR - Rome. Is. BURNING. RT @benbolitico Mea Whitman blew $178.5

That’s pretty much it for the basics! Feel free to visit me at
http://deannazandt.com/twitter-guides for more information.
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